Atresias of the gastrointestinal tract in an inbred, previously unstudied population.
Retrospective analysis of the records of newborns with gastrointestinal (GI) atresias in a 16-year period revealed that more than 25% of patients had genetically-influenced atresias. Among these, an appreciable increase was observed in atresias confined to the antral region and in a syndrome of hereditary multiple GI atresias. In the absence of environmental and teratogenic factors, this increase could be due to the traditional social practice of endogamy in this population. However, this clinical finding remains to be supported by relevant prospective genetic studies.